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[oH-] are first hydrolyzed to their respective benzophenones and converted to highly fluorescent 9-acridanones. Total benzodiazepines (parent plus metabolites) in blood and gastric contents are semiquantitatively evaluated and compared to results of gas-chromatographic determinations.
The determination of the widely prescribed benzodiazepines in biological samples often requires sensitive and highly specific techniques such as fluorometry (1-3), polarography (4-6), or gas chromatography with electron-capture detection
(7-12).
In some in- heating in a basic mixture containing lead dioxide (see Figure 1 ). Figure 2 shows representative excitation and emission spectra of the fluorophors produced by this reaction.
Evidence that the fluorescent products are in fact 9-acridanones is based on several observations. The For example, diazepani and at least one of its metabolites yield type B spectra (Figure 2 
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